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Hatfield and Blickling, At first the steps were solid, as at Kirby
Hall, but they were later cased with a separate tread and riser of
more economical scantlings. The use of such staircases corresponds
to that of the long gallery, to which it gives suitable access, in
contrast to the mediaeval stair which was almost invariably of the
spiral type. This change is typical of the revolution in domestic
life which was taking place. The old quadrangular house with
external access to its different parts was gradually changing to the
compact block of Renaissance times. In the previous century
Lord Bacon had recommended a " double house " with rooms
front and back of the same wing. At Aston Hall the great hall is
reduced to little more than an entrance hall, and in Coleshill and
Ashdown House the change is complete. In style also the new
fashion not only swept away the free picturesqueness of Gothic
in favour of a disciplined symmetry, but represented the increasing
taste for private scholarship as opposed to the communal faith of
the Middle Ages*

The civil war naturally interrupted building activity, but helped
to confirm the new style both by the break necessitated with
the past, and the enforced exile of the king and his court in con-
tinental surroundings. " The Low Countries generally have three
cities at least for one of ours, and these far more populous and rich "
(Robert Burton, 1621).

At the Restoration several of Jones5 contemporaries were still
active. John Webb, Hugh May and Roger Pratt may be men*
tioned. Pratt carried out several works, chief among which was
Clarendon House* Pepys was " mightily pleased with the noble-
nesse of this house, and tie brave furniture and pictures " (9.5.1667),
while two years earlier Evelyn had written ** Nothing abroad pleases
me better, nothing at home approaches it/* Unfortunately the
unpopularity of its owner, Lord Chancellor Hyde, caused its sale
and demolition in 1683, after his flight. May, who became Comp-
troller of the Works, was the designer of old Bethlehem House, and
of Eltham Lodge, Kent, long a golf club house, with its pleasant,
interiors and scroll-carved staircase.

Sir Balthazar Gerbier published two books in the early sixties,
and his pupil, the accomplished Captain Wynne, did a good deal of
work, most of which has unfortunately disappeared (Hampstead
Marshall, Berkshire; Coombe Abbey, Warwickshire(92); Old
Buckingham House, London).

Webb was also unfortunate. He had hoped to get the Surveyor-
ship, which indeed he well deserved, but was discarded in favour
of a talented young amateur, Mr* Christopher Wren (he was not
knighted until 1673). In view of the results we can hardly regret
Webb's ill luck, though at the time Mr. Wren owed his success to
influence and ability in other fields. He had already achieved